
Regular Council Meeting 

Town of Valier Town Council 

Valier Civic Center 

May 9, 2016 

 

 

Mayor Raymon Bukoveckas presided 

 

1. Council Members present: Conrad Knipschild, Velda Loch, Steve Nelson and Dave 

Widhalm.  

Town Staff present:  Leo Malinak, Public Works, and Jackie Sheble, Clerk/Treasurer 

      

Mayor Bukoveckas brought the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

 

2. Mayor Bukoveckas led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

      

3. Mayor Bukoveckas called for a motion to approve the April 11, 2016 regular council 

meeting minutes.  Alderman Loch moved to approve the April 11, 2016 regular council 

meeting minutes; Alderman Widhalm seconded.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for any 

corrections or additions to the April 11, 2016 minutes.  None heard.  Mayor Bukoveckas 

called for a vote on the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

4. Public Comment. 

 Mike Krings, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) Game Warden addressed the 

concern about bears in the area.  FWP is working with the Town of Valier and the Pondera 

County Sheriff’s Office on educating residents about the bears.  Most of the bears that are 

being sited are sows with cubs and immature bears one to three years old.  FWP is setting 

up a bear trap at end of Dupuyer Avenue by the lake and they are also setting up trail 

cameras around the lake.  Thinning brush and hedges will help deter bears from seeking 

shelter in these areas.  Residents can also deter bears by eliminating possible food rewards, 

such as dog and cat food that is left outside, securing your garbage cans and report any 

signs of bears to the sheriff’s office or calling FWP.  Documentation of bear sightings, scat 

or property damage is very important.  Bears like bird feeders.   

  

5. Water and Wastewater Ordinances. 

 Mayor Bukoveckas and Leo Malinak are continuing to work on the draft of updated 

ordinances for water and sewer. 

 

6. Employee Union Negotiations Committee. 

 Mayor Bukoveckas would like to know if the Town Council would like to set up a 

committee for negotiations.  Alderman Loch and Alderman Knipschild volunteered to 

work with the Mayor on negotiations. 

 

7. Budget Committee. 

 Mayor Bukoveckas would like to know if the Town Council would like to set a committee 

to work on the budget for Fiscal Year 2016-2017.  The council decided to let the Mayor 

and Jackie work on the preliminary budget. 

 

8. Business Credit Card.  

Mayor Bukoveckas has worked with Wells Fargo Bank on an application for business 

credit cards.  The Town will have a $10,000 limit, 5 credit cards each having a $2,000 

credit limit.  Mayor Bukoveckas, Jackie Sheble, Leo Malinak, Josh Clifford and Cathy 

Brandvold.  The purpose of the credit cards is for travel, and purchases that are not directly 

billed to the town.  The statement will list each individual card and the expenses for each.  

Mayor Bukoveckas called for a motion to approve the acquisition of a business credit card.  

Alderman Knipschild moved to approve the acquisition of a business credit card; Alderman 

Loch seconded.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for discussion on the motion.  None heard.  

Mayor Bukoveckas called for a vote on the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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9. Public Works Report. 

Leo Malinak gave the following report.  These are highlights for the Public Works 

Department for the month of April 2016.  The town pumped 1,721,300 gallons for the 

month, for an average of 57,377 gallons per day.  Bulk water sold was 99,840 gallons and 

hydrant sales were zero gallons for the month.  The water sample was good for the month.  

The water levels in the wells are below average for this time of year.  Our wastewater 

treatment facility sample results for the month were good, so we had no violations.   

 

10. Law Enforcement Report. 

None available. 

    

11.  Consent Items. 

(A) Permission to Build: 

Jim and Anita McCaughin at 832 Minnesota Avenue are requesting to build a 40’ x 50’ 

shop and a 30’ x 40’ residence.  The application was reviewed and approved by some of 

the zoning board members.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for a motion to approve the 

permission to build for Jim and Anita McCaughin.  Alderman Nelson moved to approve 

the permission to build; Alderman Widhalm seconded.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for 

discussion on the motion.  Mr. Dan Hendrick read the Town of Valier code 11-1-2 

Definitions:  Home Occupation:  Any use customarily conducted entirely within the 

dwelling and carried on by the inhabitants thereof, which use is clearly incidental and 

secondary to the use of the dwelling for dwelling purposes and does not change the 

character thereof; and provided, that no article is sold or offered for sale except such as 

may be produced on the premises by members of the immediate family.  Clinics, doctors’ 

offices, hospitals, barbershops, beauty parlors, dress shops, millinery shops, real estate 

offices, tearooms, tourist homes, the keeping or maintaining of animals of any kind except 

a licensed dog or cat, animal hospitals and kennels, among others, shall not be deemed to 

be home occupations.  He also read the definition of a dwelling.  Dwelling:  a building or 

portion thereof, but not an automobile house trailer, designed exclusively for residential 

occupancy, including one-family, two-family and multiple dwellings, but not including 

hotels, boarding and lodging houses.  Mr. Hendrick believes that the purpose of the 

structure is for a business and urged the Town Council to not approve the application for 

permission to build.  This property is zoned Residential B.   Mr. McCaughin states that his 

business is selling waste oil heaters and he travels for his business.  He does not sell waste 

oil and all repairs to the heaters are completed at the customers’ business or residence.   No 

customers come to his residence.  He will be storing his service van, some repair parts and 

minimal product along with his personal vehicle, his wife’s personal vehicle and several 

old cars he owns.  Tools and regular garage items will also be in the shop portion of his 

residence.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for a vote on the motion.  Alderman Nelson, aye; 

Alderman Knipschild, aye; Alderman Widhalm, aye and Alderman Loch, nay.  Motion 

carried with a vote of three to one in favor of granting the permission to build. 

 

The Valier Public Library at Teton Avenue is requesting to build a 1,220 square foot 

addition.  The application was reviewed and approved by the zoning board members.  

Mayor Bukoveckas called for a motion to approve the permission to build for the Valier 

Public Library.  Alderman Loch moved to approve the permission to build; Alderman 

Knipschild seconded.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for discussion on the motion.  None 

heard.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for a vote on the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

(B) Claims: 

Mayor Bukoveckas called for a motion to pay the bills.  Alderman Loch moved to pay the 

bills; Alderman Widhalm seconded.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for discussion.  None 

heard.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for a vote on the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  

12. Announcements. 

Next meeting will be held on Monday, June 13, 2016 at 7:00 pm at the Valier Civic Center.   

 

13. Adjourn. 

There being no more business to come before the Town Council, Mayor Bukoveckas 

adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 
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     ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_________________________________             _________________________________ 

Raymon D. Bukoveckas, Mayor         Jacalyn G. Sheble, Clerk/Treasurer     

 


