
Regular Council Meeting 

Town of Valier Town Council 

Valier Civic Center 

May 11, 2015 

 

 

Mayor Bob Miller presided 

 

1. Council Members present: Velda Loch, Steve Nelson, and Dave Widhalm.  Jessie 

Wunderlich was absent.  

Town Staff present:  Leo Malinak, Public Works, and Jackie Sheble, Clerk/Treasurer 

      

Mayor Bob Miller brought the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

 

2. Mayor Miller led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

      

3. Mayor Miller called for a motion to approve the April 13, 2015 regular council meeting 

minutes.  Alderman Loch moved to approve the April 13, 2015 regular council meeting 

minutes; Alderman Widhalm seconded.  Mayor Miller called for any corrections or 

addition to the April 13, 2015 minutes.  Mayor Miller called for a vote on the motion.  

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

4. Public Comment. 

 The Valier Area Development Corporation (VADC) president, Cheryl Curry read a letter 

addressed to the Mayor and Town Council requesting a joint effort to encourage citizens 

to get involved in keeping the Town of Valier clean of weeds, litter and decay.  The 

VADC has volunteers to help residents clean up and haul away debris.  Junk vehicles are 

also a concern.  A junk vehicle is defined as any “discarded, ruined, wrecked, or 

dismantled motor vehicle, including component parts, which is not lawfully and validly 

licensed, and remains inoperative or incapable of being driven.”  According to Montana 

state law, a vehicle must meet all three parts of the definition to be classified as a junk 

vehicle.  Mary Lake wanted to remind people that residents pay on their taxes for junk 

vehicle removal and disposal.  Removal is free and you can contact the county sanitarian 

for more information.  If you have a complaint, contact the Sheriff’s department or the 

Town of Valier’s office for a complaint form. 

 Leo Malinak’s recent injury because of a cave in while repairing a water line connection 

has prompted Amber Malinak to express her concerns about safety equipment.  The 

Public Works Department over the years have wanted a trench box and previous mayors 

and aldermen have decided other items were a priority.  Mayor Miller has already 

requested that Leo get price quotes on trench boxes.  Amber Malinak’s other concern was 

about the access hatch on the new water tower.  The opening is approximately two feet in 

diameter and was designed for a different type of tower than was erected.  This is 

considered a confined space and it difficult to access safely to make any necessary repairs 

and maintenance.  This will again be discussed at budget time.  Amber Malinak 

expressed her disapproval on the way the summer help was hired.  She has in the past 

couple of years been mowing road edges during the summer months and was planning on 

the mowing this summer.  She read in The Valierian that Shannon and Renee Gabbard 

were hired to do the mowing this summer.  Amber would have preferred a phone call 

from the mayor to let her know that she would not be needed this summer.  Mayor Miller 

took responsibility for hiring summer help and will revisit the mowing of the road edges 

again.    

  

5. Public Works Report. 

Leo Malinak gave the following report.  These are highlights for the Public Works 

Department for the month of April 2015.  The Town pumped 1,991,400 gallons of water 

for the month, for an average of 64,239 gallons per day. Bulk water sold 73,930 gallons 

and Hydrant sales were 215,576.6 gallons for the month. The water sample was good for 

the month. The water levels in the wells are fine for this time of the year.  Our 

Wastewater Treatment Facility sample results for the month have not been received from 

the Lab, we think we have one violation. 

 

 



  May 11, 2015 

 

 

 

6. Law Enforcement Report. 

Sheriff Carl Suta was in attendance to report on activities in the western part of Pondera 

County.  Grizzly bears have been sited near the Marias River and people should be aware 

that the bears are out earlier this spring.  Law enforcement officers, emergency medical 

responders and Pondera Medical Center employees went through training on the Ebola 

virus.  Information can be obtained by contacting the Pondera County Health 

Department.    Amber Malinak commented about the training.  The virus is fragile and a 

simple bleach solution can break down and eliminate the virus. 

 

7.  Consent Items. 

(A) Permission to Build: 

Tom Hoover at 613 Dupuyer Avenue is requesting to build a shed and more fencing.  The 

application was reviewed and approved by the zoning board.  Mayor Miller called for a 

motion to approve the permission to build for Tom Hoover.  Alderman Nelson moved to 

approve the permission to build, Alderman Widhalm seconded.  Mayor Miller called for 

discussion.  None heard.  Mayor Miller called for a vote on the motion.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

(B) (C) (D) Claims: 

Mayor Miller called for a motion to pay the bills consent items B, C, and D.  Alderman 

Loch moved to pay the bills, Alderman Nelson seconded.  Mayor Miller called for 

discussion.  None heard.  Mayor Miller called for a vote on the motion.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

  

8. Announcements. 

Next meeting will be held on Monday, June 8, 2015 at 7:00 pm at the Valier Civic 

Center.  The Valier Local Government Study Commission has received preliminary 

results from the survey.  A public hearing will be scheduled around the beginning of June 

to discuss the results of the survey.  Mayor Miller has been approached by a company 

inquiring if the town would be interested in mosquito control by fogging the town.  The 

council does not want to pursue this option right now. 

 

9. Adjourn. 

There being no more business to come before the Town Council, Mayor Miller adjourned 

the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

 

       

     ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________             _________________________________ 

Bob Miller, Mayor           Jacalyn G. Sheble, Clerk/Treasurer     


