
Regular Council Meeting 

Town of Valier Town Council 

Valier Civic Center 

June 13, 2016 

 

 

Mayor Raymon Bukoveckas presided 

 

1. Council Members present: Velda Loch, Steve Nelson and Dave Widhalm.  Conrad 

Knipschild absent.  

 

Town Staff present:  Leo Malinak, Public Works, and Jackie Sheble, Clerk/Treasurer 

      

Mayor Bukoveckas brought the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

 

2. Mayor Bukoveckas led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

      

3. Mayor Bukoveckas called for a motion to approve the May 9, 2016 regular council meeting 

minutes.  Alderman Loch moved to approve the May 9, 2016 regular council meeting 

minutes; Alderman Nelson seconded.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for any corrections or 

additions to the May 9, 2016 minutes.  None heard.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for a vote 

on the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

4. Public Comment. 

 Bob Hames, 814 Minnesota Avenue would like his objection to the voting process on the 

application for permission to build for Jim and Anita McCaughin at 832 Minnesota Avenue 

be on the record.  Alderman Loch owns property directly north of the building permit and 

he believes that this would be perceived as a conflict of interest and she should have 

abstained from the vote.  Mr. Hames stated that Leo Malinak told him that the structure 

would be a brick building.  Mr. Hames believes that this is a business in the residential 

zone.  Mr. Tom Jacobsen, 900 Illinois Avenue has heard that the building is going to be a 

large shop with a small apartment above and he is in attendance to get the facts.  Mayor 

Bukoveckas stated that the council looked at the application and it stated that this building 

is a 40’ x 50’ shop and a 30’ x 40’ residence.  Alderman Nelson read the Town of Valier 

code 11-1-2 Definitions:  Home Occupation:  Any use customarily conducted entirely 

within the dwelling and carried on by the inhabitants thereof, which use is clearly incidental 

and secondary to the use of the dwelling for dwelling purposes and does not change the 

character thereof; and provided, that no article is sold or offered for sale except such as 

may be produced on the premises by members of the immediate family.  Clinics, doctors’ 

offices, hospitals, barbershops, beauty parlors, dress shops, millinery shops, real estate 

offices, tearooms, tourist homes, the keeping or maintaining of animals of any kind except 

a licensed dog or cat, animal hospitals and kennels, among others, shall not be deemed to 

be home occupations. 

 

 Mayor Bukoveckas researched the history of the zoning board from 2006.  The board was 

more formal with postings and minutes in 2010, but then became more informal.  The 

zoning board will be reorganized to be more formal again to conform to the Town of 

Valier’s codes. 

 

 Mayor Bukoveckas announced that he will not seek re-election at the end of the term which 

expires December 31, 2017. 

      

5. Cyndi Johnson, Pondera Regional Port Authority – Growth Policy. 

 Cyndi Johnson gave a brief recap of the activities of the Pondera Regional Port Authority 

in the past year.  The Pondera Regional Port Authority has been involved in housing 

projects, assisting local businesses with their business plans as well as small business loans, 

transportation alternative grants for sidewalks with handicapped access.  They are working 

on grants to upgrade both airports.   

 The growth policies for Pondera County, the City of Conrad and the Town of Valier is due 

to be upgraded.  Planning grants are a $1 to $3 match.  Between Pondera County, City of 

Conrad and the Town of Valier would need to budget a total of $10,000 to receive a 

$30,000 planning grant.  The Town of Valier portion of the planning grant is approximately 



June 13, 2016 

 

$3,333.  Cyndi Johnson is requesting a letter of intent to participate in the planning grant.  

The planning grant application is due July 1, 2016.  

 

6. Audit Contract for Fiscal Year 2016. 

 Mayor Bukoveckas received a standard audit contract for the fiscal year 2016 from Ronald 

Paul Foltz, CPA the town’s current auditor.  Fiscal year 2016 is the time period of July 1, 

2015 to June 30, 2016.  The cost is $11,500, which is lower than last year because the town 

is not receiving federal grant and/or loan money and will not have to complete a federal 

audit.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for a motion to approve the standard audit contract from 

Ronald Paul Foltz, CPA for the fiscal year 2016 for $11,500.  Alderman Loch moved to 

approve to contract; Alderman Nelson seconded.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for any 

discussion.  Alderman Nelson asked if the town received any other bids for auditing 

services.  Mayor Bukoveckas informed him that the town did not advertise for audit 

services proposals this year.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for a vote on the motion.  Motion 

carried unanimously 

 

7. Employee Union Negotiations. 

 Mayor Bukoveckas reported that negotiations are still on going.  The employees union 

opened with an offer of $0.60 per hour with a two year contract.  The town then proposed 

a counteroffer of $0.20 per hour with a one year contract.  The employees union then 

proposed a counteroffer of $0.35 per hour and a two year contract.  The town then proposed 

a $0.35 per hour, two year contract with the two public works employees working a 

staggered work week to reduce the number of overtime hours.  The employees are now 

considering the current proposal. 

 

8. Public Works Report. 

Leo Malinak gave the following report.  These are highlights for the Public Works 

Department for the month of May 2016.  The town pumped 1,809,700 gallons for the 

month, for an average of 58,377 gallons per day.  Bulk water sold was 82,350 gallons and 

hydrant sales were 420,161 gallons for the month.  The water sample was good for the 

month.  The water levels in the wells are about average for this time of year.  Our 

wastewater treatment facility sample results for the month were good, so we had no 

violations.   

 

9. Law Enforcement Report. 

None available. 

    

10.  Consent Items. 

(A) Permission to Build: 

None 

 

(B) Claims: 

Mayor Bukoveckas called for a motion to pay the bills.  Alderman Loch moved to pay the 

bills; Alderman Widhalm seconded.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for discussion.  None 

heard.  Mayor Bukoveckas called for a vote on the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  

11. Announcements. 

Next meeting will be held on Monday, July 11, 2016 at 7:00 pm at the Valier Civic Center.   

 

12. Adjourn. 

There being no more business to come before the Town Council, Mayor Bukoveckas 

adjourned the meeting at 7:48 p.m. 

 

       

     ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_________________________________             _________________________________ 

Raymon D. Bukoveckas, Mayor         Jacalyn G. Sheble, Clerk/Treasurer     

 


